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Supporting information related to the nomination by Duddon Parish Council to SLDC to 
list the Prince of Wales, Foxfield. Broughton-in-Furness, LA20 6BX, as an Asset of 

Community Value 

The team at As If By Magic would like to thank South Lakeland District Council for recognising 
our commitment to the Prince of Wales, the people of Foxfield and indeed the surrounding 
community. 

We purchased the Prince of Wales in 2020 from Stuart and Lynda Johnson and it had been our 
intention to facilitate a transition from old to new ownership keeping the premises open. 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID pandemic this was not possible. 

We have always appreciated the history and heritage of the Prince of Wales and are aware the 
community were given the opportunity to purchase the premises but chose not to. This would 
have been a significant undertaking for a community group especially considering the condition 
of the building when we took ownership; further issues were uncovered following a more 
detailed inspection and will be dealt with by our contractor as part of the refurbishment works. 

We really felt strongly that the legacy of the Prince of Wales as a communal gathering space, and 
the efforts of Stuart and Lynda in creating a much loved community hub should not be lost to 
the sands of time like so many other public houses both locally and nationally 

Times have been challenging for everyone in recent years, and indeed, continue to be so. We are 
very pleased to have started a full refurbishment of the Prince, engaging nationally recognised 
architects and cultural consultants to work with local construction teams and artisans. We have 
appointed a specialist accessibility consultant to ensure that the building is inclusive and 
welcoming to all and furthermore we are carrying out a full building upgrade to rectify 
structural and safety issues. This work is essential to ensure that the building meets the 
challenges of a climate crisis ensuring that we build responsibly and create lasting pieces of 
community infrastructure that contribute positively to our built environment.  

The result will be to bring a new lease of life to the building, creating a friendly, welcoming, safe, 
fully accessible, beautiful public house that will be able to provide food and accommodation to 
locals and visitors alike. The beer will be brewed on premise from a state of the art micro 
brewery lubricating the wheels of community and connection. The Prince of Wales will indeed 
be a valued asset to the community and will be worth every penny of the +£600 000 we have 
invested to recreate this special public house for the 21st Century without forgetting its roots 
and purpose 

A few words will never reflect our unwavering commitment and passion that has gone into 
giving the Prince of Wales a new life, a challenging project that nobody else was willing, or 
possibly able, to undertake. We believe it is important to reinstate and reinvigorate this public 
house despite those challenges, and we hope the Prince of Wales will bring people together and 
create memories for generations to come. 
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